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As a graphic novelist and art enthusiast, Wesley references several
pieces of artwork throughout out the book. Here's a few of the
highlights.

Composition 7 by Wassily Kandinsky
About: Many consider Composition 7 to be the
most important painting of the 20th Century. The
painting was created in four days in 1913 ahead of
World War I. Art historians believe Composition 7
is a combination of several themes including
Resurrection, the Judgment Day, the Flood and the
Garden of Eden, and many consider it a concrete
embodiment of Kandinsky’s principle of spiritual
purity in art.
Learn more:
https://www.wassilykandinsky.net/work-36.php
What Wesley says: “There’s something intriguing in the extreme levels of abstraction—like a
visual puzzle that needs solving. The artwork never gets tired, hanging there day after day.”

The Barberini Faun
About: This life-size marble statue, also sometimes called The
Drunken Satyr, is believed to have been carved by a Hellenistic
Greek sculptor in the late third or early second century BC (or
possibly a Roman copy from around the same time). It depicts a
Greek Satyr (or Roman Faun). Satyrs were human-like male
woodland spirits with several animal features, and served
Dionysus, the God of Wine, hence his drunken state.
Learn more: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barberini_Faun

What Wesley says: [Rick’s] a less anatomically ideal, though
equally licentious version of the Barberini Faun.

Miranda-The Tempest by John William Waterhouse
About: This was painted in 1916, toward the
end of Waterhouse’s illustrious career. It depicts
Miranda, a character in William Shakespeare's
play The Tempest. Art critic Anthony Hobson
explains “Like most of Waterhouse's heroines,
Miranda is the plaything of events. She is also
the personification of innocence” as she stands
on and observes a violent shipwreck.
Learn more:
https://useum.org/artwork/Miranda-TheTempest-John-William-Waterhouse-1916

What Wesley says: Wesley makes several references to Waterhouse paintings in relation to the
red color of Happy’s hair. He references this painting directly, saying “the way the blue contrasts
with [Happy’s] hair as she stands in silhouette reminds me of a John William Waterhouse painting
—the one of Miranda from Shakespeare’s Tempest, as she stands and watches the storm brew.”

The Thinker by Auguste Rodin
About: This bronze sculpture from 1903 was originally a part
of a larger piece known as The Gates of Hell. The Thinker
originally represented the poet Dante and was a smaller part
of a whole. It was later re-cast at a much larger size, and
became the statue we recognize today. This image of a man
lost in thought, but whose powerful body suggests a great
capacity for action, has become one of the most celebrated
sculptures ever known. Numerous casts exist worldwide.
Learn More: http://www.museerodin.fr/en/collections/sculptures/thinker-0

What Wesley says: “I lean in so I’m mimicking
[Dr. Kidman’s] dramatic pose—very Rodin."

The Dinner Party by Judy Chicago
About: Wesley does a pretty good job of
describing this installation in the book. It was
created between 1974 and 1979 and has
become an important icon of 1970s feminist
art and a milestone in twentieth-century art. It
is a massive ceremonial banquet, arranged on
a triangular table with a total of thirty-nine
place settings, each commemorating an
important woman from history. The names of
another 999 women are inscribed in gold on
the white tile floor below the triangular table.
Learn More:
https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/
dinner_party
What Wesley says: “It’s a flurry of porcelain and
textile… the table is set with china-painted
porcelain platters, standard dinner plate sized
representations of something that is a cross
between a butterfly and a vulva. 39 of them stare
up at you as you walk by, no mystery that you’re
looking at what you think you’re looking at.”

Other pieces mentioned:

The Persistence of Memory
The work of Mark Rothko

(1931)

The work of Georgia O'Keefe

Pictured: Yellow Over Purple

Salvador Dali

Pictured: Jimson Weed/White

(1956)

Flower No. 1
(1932)

